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Synopsis

NAKAMA 1 is a complete, flexible introductory program designed to present the fundamentals of the
Japanese language to users. The NAKAMA 1 program focuses on proficiency-based language
learning, emphasizes practical communication and student interaction, and fosters the development
of all four language skills and cultural awareness. Thematically organized chapters focus on
high-frequency communicative situations and introduce students to the Japanese language and its
three writing systems: hiragana, katakana, and kanji. Maintaining the program’s balanced approach,
the new edition features updated technology resources, updated culture, and contemporary

vocabulary to enhance both teaching and learning.
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Customer Reviews

"One of the most well-written Japanese textbooks published in the U.S.""A well-designed,
challenging program that can clearly prepare students for the JLPT and other national exams, Study
Abroad in Japan, and eventually gaining employment in Japan or with Japanese
companies.""NAKAMA is surely a complete program. It is very user-friendly and informative. | like
[that] it teaches some communicative strategies. It offers more than what | expected [from] a

Japanese textbook.""[l] like the technical support that will enhance students’ interactive
communicative ability, which is not easily attainable outside [the] classroom.™... the exercises and
activities that follow each new grammar point are instrumental in reinforcing what | teach. Most of

the activities are fun and creative, and can be adapted to our class needs. This is the strongest



aspect of the text and the reason we use it in our university."

Yukiko Abe Hatasa received her Ph.D. in linguistics in 1992 from the University of lllinois at
Urbana-Champaign. She has taught all levels of Japanese for over twenty-five years, and has
worked on curriculum development and teacher training in five major institutions in the US,
Australia, and Japan. She is known nationwide as one of the premier Japanese methodologists in
the US and Japan. She is currently a professor of Japanese pedagogy at Hiroshima
University.Kazumi Hatasa received his Ph.D. in education in 1989 from the University of lllinois at
Urbana-Champaign. He is currently a professor at Purdue University and Director of the Japanese
School at Middlebury College. He is recognized internationally for his work in software development
for the Japanese language and distributes most of his work as freeware over the Internet.Seiichi
Makino received his Ph.D. in linguistics in 1968 from the University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign.
He is an internationally prominent Japanese linguist and scholar who is recognized throughout the
world for his scholarship and for his many publications. Before beginning his tenure at Princeton
University in 1991, he taught Japanese language, linguistics, and culture at the University of lllinois
while training lower division language coordinators. He is an experienced ACTFL oral proficiency
trainer in Japanese and frequently trains Japanese instructors internationally in proficiency-oriented
instruction and in the administration of the Oral Proficiency Interview. Professor Makino has been
the Academic Director of the Japanese Pedagogy M.A. Summer Program at Columbia University
since 1996. He also directs the Princeton-in-Ishikawa Summer Program. In 2014, the Japanese
government honored Dr. Seiichi Makino with a decoration: The Order of the Sacred Treasure, Gold
Rays with Neck Ribbon, for his outstanding contributions in the mutual academic exchanges

between Japan and the United States and the development of Japanese language education.

I've used this for 2 semesters now and | couldn’t be any more impressed. I've looked at some online
books/sources that teaches beginner Japanese, but after using this in my college course, I'd say
that this is definitely one of the best resources out there if you want to learn Japanese. It follows a
very similar structure throughout the entire book, but I'd say it's the perfect formula for learning the
language. You'll start out with Hiragana, Katana, and slowly get into Kanji, while learning basic
grammar plus vocabulary from chapter to chapter. | can’t say how effective this would've been for
my if | was trying to self-study, as I’'m a person who needs a little bit of a push when it comes to
self-studying, but if you have the motivation and desire to learn, this book is more than perfect.One

year ago, | didn’'t know a single Japanese character, but now | can easily read anything with



Hira/Kata and basic Kanji. One thing | recommend is that it never hurts to use online resources
along with your textbook. For example, there is a good amount of Kaniji in Nakama 1, but there’s
only so much a chapter, if it's useful to always learn some more on your own. By the time you reach
the end of the book, you should have no problem with basic conversation with even native
speakers. It does help if you have any prior knowledge, maybe you’ve watched anime? Japanese

drama? But even without it, this book should be a great starter for those who do want to learn.

| use this textbook for class. It is well layed out and pretty easy to understand. Make sure you order

the SAM book as well. Or make sure with your professor what they want you to have.

This is a great resource for learning Japanese, but you will need to buy the Student Activities
Manual separately. At first | thought the price of the book was steep, but | am able to use it for three

semesters so | feel much better about that.

| used the book for my Japanese class, even the conditions was kind of poor but it works!!

Exact book | needed for class.

Nice book.

The product was better than described! Brand new! Thank you!

This book is in horrible condition. There is a huge smudge (food??) across the top and the cover
and back cover are completely wrinkled and folded up. | paid more for a "good" condition book than
their current selection of "very good" books and am very disappointed! | cannot return as this book

will be needed in a few days so | don’t have time for a turnaround. | have bought many used

textbooks (I have 3 kids in college) and this is by far the worst one I've ever received.
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